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displace a member without his own consent. After the
deed was done, I called upon Sumner and had a conversa-
tion with him on the subject. He said that the most puz-
zling thing to him was the part taken by Senator Anthony,
of Rhode Island, in the affair. Anthony was chairman
of the caucus. He appointed the Committee on Commit-
tees. Anthony was his friend, a very close friend. He
ought to have known beforehand the purposes of the ma-
jority, especially since an attempt to displace him had
teen made at the previous session. Was Anthony him-
self deceived, or was he a party to the transaction? That
\vas the puzzling question.

When the vote was taken on Howe's report, it was
adopted by a large majority. The dissentients withheld
their votes, as they did not choose to bolt the decision
of the caucus when bolting could accomplish nothing.
The result was a fresh grievance added to the growing
stock of discontent.

The President's first blow at Sumner had been the
iremoval of his friend Motley from the position of Min-
ister to England. A request for Motley's resignation was
sent on July 1, 1870, but he did not comply with it.
In the mean time the position was offered to Trumbull in
the following letter:l

DEPARTMENT OF STATE, WASHINGTON,

Confidential.                                               GAERISONB, August 5th, 1870.

MY DEAR JUDGE,

The President desires me to ask if it will be agreeable to you
-to accept the Mission to London; if so, he is desirous of securing
to the country the value of your important service and your
experience and ability. I hope most sincerely that it will meet
your views to accept this Mission, now more than before impor-

1 E. L. Pierce, in his Life of Sumner, says that the position was first offered to
IVelinghuysen, of New Jersey, and that he was confirmed by the Senate on the
last day of the session. Evidently he did not accept it.atter denied it. Sher-
